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=Abstract=
The Distribution of Malassezia yeast on Normal Human Skin
Han Uk Kim

Department of Dermatology, Chonbuk National University Medical School,
Chonju, Korea

Malassezia yeast is a member of the normal flora on human skin predominantly in sebum-rich
regions. It is associated with several cutaneous diseases such as pityriasis versicolor, pityrosporum
folliculitis and seborrheic dermatitis. Recently Malassezia yeast has increasingly been recognized
as a cause of fungemia in premature necnates and adults receiving intravenous lipid. As a
consequence, familiarity with Malassezia yeast is now necessary.

This paper will briefly review the taxonomic history of Malassezia yeast, age-related change
and body-site variation in its distribution and methodologies used. [Kor J Med Mycol 3(1): 1-6]
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Fig. 1. Cream to yellowish brown colonies Malas-
sezia yeasts grown on the medium of Leeming and
Notman incubated at 34°C for 14 days.
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Fig. 2. Malassezia yeast cells with monopolar re-
petitive budding (Parker ink, x950).
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