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A Case of Tinea Capitis Caused by Trichophyton rubrum in
a 67-Year-Old Woman

Yeon Jin Kim, Jin Hyouk Choi, Jang Seok Bang, Moo Kyu Suh,
Jeong Woo Lee, Tae Hoon Kim and Gyoung Yim Ha®

Departments of Dermatology, Clinical Pathology®, College of Medicine,
Dongguk University, Kyongju, Korea

Trichophyton rubrum is an anthropophilic dermatophyte that is found all over the world. It has
become one of the most important causative agents in tinea unguium and tinea pedis. But tinea
capitis caused by T. rubrum is rare. Tinea capitis is uncommon in adult. We report a case of
tinea capitis caused by 7. rubrum in a 67-year-old female, who showed fine scaly erythematous
pustules with alopecia on the frontal scalp for 2 months. Culture from a scalp lesion of patient
on Sabouraud dextrose agar showed typical whitish cottony colonies of T. rubrum. The patient
had been treated with terbinafine. [Kor J Med Mycol 5(2): 66-69]
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Fig. 1. Localized, fine scaly, erythematous pustules
with alopecia on the frontal scalp.
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Fig. 2. White and cottony colonies on Sabouraud's
dextrose agar at 2 weeks at 25T (left), tear-drop
shaped microconidia and long hyphae were shown
in slide culture of T. rubrum (Cotton-blue stain, X
400, right).
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