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Three Cases of Tinea Faciei Misdiagnosed as Contact Dermatitis

Woo Jin Kim, Jin Woo Park, Dong Hoon Shin, Jong Soo Choi and Ki Hong Kim

Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Yeungnam University, Daegu, Korea

Although tinea faciei has its own characteristic clinical features, its clinical features may be similar to
contact dermatitis, discoid lupus erythematosus, polymorphous light eruption, and seborrheic dermatitis.
So we should always considered them in differential diagnosis. Recently we have seen three patients
with erythematous scaly skin lesions on their faces. Their clinical features were very similar to that of
contact dermatitis. All of them have been using topical steroids prescribed by non-dermatologists.
Despite of topical and systemic steroid, skin lesions became worsened and spread. Repeatative KOH
examination from the skin lesion have shown many hyphae. Trichophyton mentagrophytes was cultured
from all three patients. Their colonial morphology and microscopic findings were very similiar each
other, in spite of no direct contact. All the 3 cases developed in a month. Because one of the patients
had a rabbit in her home, source of infection was suspected from rabbit

[Kor J Med Mycol 2004; 9(1): 54-59]
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Fig. 1. Well-demarcated erythematous annular shaped
scaly patches on the face.
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Fig. 3. There are several spiral hyphae, numerous
spherical microconidia which are borne in clusters as
well as along the side of hyphae. (A. Lacto-phenol cot-
ton blue stain ><200). Smooth-walled, club-shaped ma-
croconidia (B. Lacto-phenol cotton blue stain ><400).

Fig. 2. The colonies have a light brown colored granular surface (A) and red or brown pigment on the reverse (B).
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Fig. 4. Two, bean and adult fist-sized well-demarcated erythematous round and oval shaped scaly patches on the right

cheek and perioral area.

Fig. 5. Single adult fist sized well-demarcated erythematous round shaped patch on the left cheek.
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