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A Case of Majocchi's Granuloma Caused by Trichophyton rubrum

Seong Wook Choe, Yang Hyun Yoon, Seong Jun Seo, Chang Kwun Hong
and Byung In Ro

Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Chung-Ang University, Seoul, Korea

Dermatophytes usually do not invade beyond the epidermis. However mechanical breakage of the
skin resulting from scratching or trauma and immunocompromised state may allow penetration of the
fungi into reticular dermis. We report a patient with an unusual manifestation of Trichophyton rubrum
infection. A 39-year-old male presented with 3.5X5 cm sized, erythematous, ulcerated lesion on the left
heel for about 1 month. Histologic findings of the skin lesion showed granulomatous change and
numerous hyphae in the dermis. Trichophyton rubrum was isolated on the fungus culture. The patient

was treated with terbinafine (250 mg/day) for 10 weeks, resulting in the clearing of the skin lesion.

[Kor J Med Mycol 2004; 9(1): 49-53]
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Fig. 3. Numerous hyphae are shown on the upper and
mid dermis (PAS stain, ><400).

Fig. 1. 3.5%X5.0 cm sized, erythematous, ulcerated,
partially necrotic lesion surrounded by vesicles, pustules

and yellow crusts on the right Archilles tendon. Fig. 4. Colony is white, fluffy with a central umbo.

Fig. 5. Long branched, thin sepatate hyphal structures
and numerous microconidia free or attached to hypae in
lactophenol cotton blue stain of culture (><100).
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Table 1. Misdiagnosed cases of Majocchi's granuloma in Korean literatures

Authors Sex/Age Site Clinical Features Clinical Impression
Kim et al’ M/70  Lt. hand & forearm Several purplish nodules and plaques Skin tuberculosis
Kim et al’ M/62 Rt leg & foot Erythemat(_)us 1ndurat§d plques with Erythema induratum
pustules in the margines
Kim et al’ M/20  Rt. periorbital area Grouped erythematous scaly papules or Sporotrichosis
nodules
Kim et al’ M/67 Lt arm & forearm Erythematous indurated scaly patches Eczema
Kim et al’ M/7  Scalp & neck Erythematous papules and nodules Calcinosis cutis
Kim et al’ F/5 Rt cheek S(;l;tgly erythematous indurated scaly Lupus vulgaris
Chong et al® M/43  Inguinal area & thigh Erlﬁgilll;itous scaly patches, papules and Psoriasis
Chong et al® M/20 Thigh, buttock & Erythematous papules, pustules and Furunculosi
lower leg patches
Chong et al® M/13  Vertex & Lt. calf Erythematous plaques and pustules Kerion
Kim et al'’ F/19 Lt lower leg Erythematous patch and multiple Ezcema
pustules
Present case M/39 Rt heel Erythematous, ulcerated patch with Traumatic wound

pustules, vesicles and crust
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