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Chromoblastomycosis Caused by Rhinocladiella aquaspersa

Jae Bok Jun, Jee Young Park*, Do Won Kim* and Soon Bong Suh*

Department of Dermatology, Daegu Catholic university of Daegu School of Medicine,
Department of Dermatology, *Kyungpook National University School of Medicine
*Catholic Skin Clinic, Daegu, Korea

Chromoblastomycosis is a rare disease in Korea and a total of 7 cases have been reported until now. The
causative agents were Fonsecaea pedrosi in 5 cases and Phialophora verrucosa in 1 case. Rhinocladiella
(R.) aquaspersa is a very rare etiologic agent and only a few cases of chromoblastomycosis due to this
fungus have been reported in the Central and South Americas. We report a case of chromoblastomycosis
caused by R. aquaspersa in a 52-year-old woman. The lesion was an erythematous, verrucous plaque
on the abdomen, 2><1.3 cm in size, and had developed for 6 months before presentation without a
traumatic history. She was successfully treated with itraconazole 200 mg/day for 4 months together

with surgical excision without recurrence.
[Kor J Med Mycol 2004; 9(2): 117-122]
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Fig. 1. A solitary well-defined 2><1.3 c¢m sized eryth-
ematous to light brown scaly elevated patch on the abd-
omen after wet dressing and oral antibiotic medication
for 1 week.

Fig. 2. The biopsy specimen showed marked irre-
gular acanthosis, subcorneal pustule and bullae in the
epidermis and a dense infiltrate of inflammatory cells in
the upper dermis (H & E stain, ><100).
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Fig. 3. Numerous sclerotic cells (arrows) with thick
cell wall and septa were found freely or within a giant
cell in the upper dermis. Blastospore formation was also
noted (D-PAS stain, ><400).

Fig. 4. Velvety black-brown colonies (4 weeks after
inoculation on Sabouraud dextrose agar at 25C)
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Fig. 5. Several club-shaped conidia attached to the
distal portion of conidiophore (*<400).
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Table 1. Eight cases of chromoblastomycosis reported in Korea

Year Author  Age/Sex Locations Lesion Duration Causative Fungi Treatment
4 _ Surgical excision,
1990 Ahn&Lee 55/M Leg Verrrucous plaque 1 year amphotericin B
1996° Suhetal  S8M  Wrst S ;ﬁgfénatous 7months  F.pedrosoi  Amphotericin B
1997°  Kim, et al 68/M Hand Verrucous plaque 5 years F. pedrosoi Itraconazole
19987  Kim, et al 65/F Arm Annular scaly plaque 2 years F. pedrosoi Amp hotencm .B’
occlusive dressing
2001%  Oh, etal 37/F Chest Plaque - P. verrucosa Itraconazole
9 Dorsa of  Erythematous deep . Surgical excision,
2002 Kang, etal S6/F both hands ulceration 2 years F. pedrosoi itraconazole
2003'  Lee, etal 54/M Leg Scaly plaque 4 years F. pedrosoi Terbinafine
Present Jun, et al 52/F Abdomen Erythematous 6 months  R. aquaspersa Surglcal excisan,
case verrucous plaque itraconazole
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