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Macroscopic and Microscopic Findings of

Trichophyton erinacei
1

1

1†

Jun Suk Hong , Dong Won Lee , Moo Kyu Suh

2

and Gyoung Yim Ha

1

Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Dongguk University, Gyeongju, Korea
of Laboratory Medicine, College of Medicine, Dongguk University, Gyeongju, Korea

2Department

B

A

C

Fig. 1. (A) The pet hedgehog, Atelerix albiventris, is characterized by four toes on its rear legs. (B) White cottony surface and
yellowish-brown pigmented undersurface colony on Sabouraud's dextrose agar after incubation at 25℃ for 2 weeks and the
reverse side of the agar plate (C) Numerous aggregated, pear-shaped, or elongated microconidia and several septated hyphae
are seen (Lactophenol cotton blue, 400×).
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Trichophyton erinacei, a zoophilic strain of T. mentagrophytes, was first identified in New Zealand, then in the United
Kingdom and Western Europe, and more recently in Japan
1,2

and Korea . This organism is transmitted from hedgehogs
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and can cause highly inflammatory and pruritic eruptions,
usually on the hands, and such a pathological state is known
2

as tinea manus . However, infections at other sites have also
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acterized by four toes on its rear legs (Fig. 1A). Macroscopically,
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T. erinacei has a white cottony appearance on the surface with

Gyoung Yim Ha: 0000-0003-4767-2333

a yellowish-brown pigmented undersurface (Fig. 1B). Unlike
typical T. mentagrophytes characteristics such as spiral hyphae
and grape-shaped microconidia, T. erinacei has characteristic
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